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Italy gets
big influx

By JOEL SLEED

Star-Ledger Travel Editor !

complete
cle of 48 states

- i ) . . For the travel industry, it could have been called “The Sum-

- - mer of Malcontents.” It began in mid-June, when terrorists hi-
jacked a Rome-bound TWA jetliner in Athens and ended in mid-
September when a terrorist grenade, thrown intc a busy tourist-
filled cafe on Rome’s fashionable Via Veneto, injured 39 patrons,
including nine Americans. —

“I called our office in Rome as soon as I heard about the
attack. Thank God, no one was killed, and thank God, none of ihe
wounded was on one of my tours,” said Mario Periilo, who takes
more tourists to Italy than anyone else in the world.

Between the June hijacking and the bombing of the Cafe de
Paris in Rome on Sept. 16, different areas of the world experi-
enced airport bombings, city bombings and some of the worst
air crashes in history.

However, during all that time, the phones never stopped
ringing—nor did ihe reservations ever stop coming in—at Peril-
lo’s headquarters in Peari River, N.Y.

“Even with all the nervous news, we had very few cancella-
) tions, although I'm sure we did lose business, as did every tour

In 1977, Orange Police Lt. Charles Cobbertt set operator to Europe, because the events must have made many
a goal of riding his motorcycle in each of the 48 prospective overseas vacationers travel-shy,” the tourism execu-
contiguous United States. This year, he completed B tive said. -
the project. ) However, in spite of the hijacking, bombings and crashes,

“There are 12 guys in my department who ride he said Perillo Tours is on its way to racking up its greatest year
their own cycies,” he said. “And if any of them do the in its 40-year history.
same thing, they'll have to follow me; I am the “A bit more than 40,000 vacationers ook our escorted tours

By FREDERICK W. BYRD

first.” to Italy last year, which was our best ever. Before the incidents,
we expected we would easily shatter that record in 1985 and
we're still running ahead of last year’s figures, but not by as much
as we expected. ’

Cobbertt and Police Qfficer Jerry Fogarty
started on their trip in early September. *I had to do
Wisconsin, Minnesota, North and South Dakota and
Colorado.

“We rode 600. miles a day, stopping at motels,
and got to Wisconsin in two days. )

“We didn’t stop there; this was a driving trip,
not for sightseeing. But I can say Wisconsin is pretty;
it is a lot of farmland.

“I remember North Dakota being long and flat,
and South Dakota is the same. We went through the
Badlands there, where nothing grews.

“It looks something like a picture of the moon.
They have these hills, with sharp edges where the
wind has shaped them.

“We saw. buffalos out there feeding on some
sagebrush and there were also antelopes.

“1 also remember the Black Hills in South Da-
kota. From a distance, the entire area locks black.
But when you get up on it, you see it is nothing but
pine trees.

“Then,” he added. “we went to Mt. Rushmore.
Yeu get a little feeling of going back in history, see-
ing the four presidents’ faces carved up there. You
get a more patriotic feeling.

“Also before we left there, we went to see a
monument they're building to Chief Crazy Horse.
They have been -working for quite a few years but
it will take several years before it is completed,” he
said.

Then it was on to the last state Cobbertt needed
to complete the project. “We stopped at the Colorado

. state line and took pictures,” he said. “Then, when.I
got back on the bike and crossed the line, there was -
exciterent and the realization.that I had finally
completed the entire 48 states.”

They didn’t even stop overnight in Colorado, he
added. “We went to Denver, naturally stopped in a
motorcycle shop to browse around. Then we toured
the city and started back.

“It took us about four days to get back from
Colorade.” he added.

Cobberit is a watch commander on the Orange
force; he was on the motorcycle patrol for one year,
in 1971 but doesn’t ride now on the job.

“1 was introduced to cyeling by a sergeant, in
1971. Then I began doing it for my personal pleas-
ure.

From left, Mario Perillo, his sister-in-law Sister
Lucy, and his wife, Olga, at an audience with Pope
' John Paul 11

{From top) The torn peaks of South
Dakofa’s Badiands National Park
fractured the senses of Orange Police
Lt. Charles Cobbertt and Officer
Jerry Fogariy on the last leg of a
country-wide bicycle tour. Equally
impressive was the rock face visage
of Abraham Lincoln and three other
famous American presidenis on the
Mt. Rushmore National Monument.
(Left) The green ponderosa pines are
the background for prilliant autumn
in Scuth Dakota’s Black Hills

“However, bookings for our off-season tours to Italy are at
their highest in the three years since we began the off-peak pro-
gram, so maybe the American traveler is beginning to become
more inured to world evenis,” said Perillo, whe Iives in Saddle
River, and started in the travel business with his father in 1945
after his discharge from the Air Force. - . !

So what is the reason for the success of Perillo Tours? '

“There are many reasons,” sa2id the Brooklyn-born executive,
who is a graduate of New York Law School. “We have experience,

“There is soinething different about it. Here I
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Philly revels in historical role
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By STEPHEN BIRNBAUM

Travelers routinely search the globe for
icons and remnants of earlier ages: from the
Acropolis in Athens to the peaks of the Incan
Andes. tours and trips 2bound that have physi-
cal manifestations of world history at their
heart. It's really too bad that few of these
same travelers recognize how much history
exists far closer to home. The citv of Philadel-
hia is a periect example of historic enciaves
hin cur own couniry that are every bit as
interesting—and far more moving—than
those found abroad.

In vears past, it was almost a custom to
denigrate Philadelphia as a iravel destination.
2 habit started by W.C. Fields. But no city in
America has more dramatically changed its
imaga. The present Philadelphia ciiyscape
bristies with superdb new hotels and chic res-
tauranis, and iew ciligs can now compare
with Philadelphia’s unigue blend of hisiory
and fu
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didn’t re4lly happen until the early 1800s.
From 1790 to 1800, the Continental Con-
gress of the United States met in Congress
Hall, and Philadelphia kept its place as the
nation’s capital until the District of Columbia
was designated the permanent federal head-

quarters.

What's truly extraordinary is just how
many of the criginal historic places still stand
and are open for exploration. Most of these

Piease turn ic Page 11
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Charles Cobbertf of Orange, lefi, and Gerry Fogarty of West Orange cut dashing figures as they motorcycie

through the West

Cop completes cycle of 48 states

Continued from Page One

am 46 years old; when I get in my car, I
feel like a 46-vear-old man. But on my
motorcycle, [ feel like a 46- vear-old
kid.

he said.

His bicycle, he said, “has a radio, 2
tape deck, a CB, an intercom to tall: to
your passenger.” But isn’t the passen-
ger sitting right next to him? he is
asked. "Yeah, but wien you go 5! miles

ple,”

can'i hear them. So you faik through
the intercom, helmet to fielmet, rigit
into the ear.” )

He has had one accident. “In 1972,
here in Orange, a woman cut me off. I
knocked my front teeth out.

Westmoreland recalls WW i ‘memories’

SAN FRANCISCO (UPI)-U.S.
Army General William C. Westmore-
land (ret.), commander of American
forces in Vietnam during that conflict,
will lecture on mlltarf history aboard
an April 1986 “memories” cruise of
World War Ii Pacific battle sites.

Westmoreland will speak along
with U.S. Navy Adm. Thomas H.
Moorer (ret.), on the 28-day “Coral and
Java Seas Pacific Memories” cruise
aboard the Royal Viking Star.

Departing Sydney on April 9, the

ship will call at Guadalcanal; Rabaul,
New Britain; Port Moresby; Manila,
and other sites in the South Pacific and
Southeast Asia. A shore excursions pro-
gram will include visits to Corregidor,
Henderson Field and Iron Bottom
Sound for a look at landing beaches,
former airstrips, Japanese wartime in-
stallations and similar military land-
marks.

Moorer, former chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff, is a Pacific war
veteran whose actions in that theater

began at Pearl Harbor and ran
throughout the conflict. Westmoreland,
former Army Chief of Staff, will com-
pare the Pacific theater with that in
Europe, and discuss it in the perspec-
tive of more recent Pacific develop-
ments.”

Fares range from §$5,655 to
$20,440 per person, double occupancy,
with free round trip flights from 50
North American cities. For more infor-
mation, contact Royal Viking Line, One
Embarcadero Center, San Francisco,
Calif. 94111.
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Only 6 hours nonstop on Iberia

| .

The Canaries. .sun-kissed islands with the
exotic allure of Spain and some of the
world’s best beaches. sports and resorts.
glamorous casino gambling and fantastic
duty-free shopping. Tenerife, the largest
island. offers a contrast of beautifu! scenery
—lush hills, dramatic cliffs and black and
gold sand beaches. The island of Gran
Canaria has two resort areas—Las Palmas. a
modern city of parks. narrow streets and
plazas overlooking a magnificent beach: and
to the south, Maspaiomas/Playa del Ingles
with a 3% mile-long beach and an oasis lined

with palms surrounding a clear blue lagoon.
All resorts offer the visitors natural beauty
and vacation luxuries.

The National Tourist Office of Spain and the
Canary island ourist Board welcome you to
“our tropical islands.

per hour and there is all that wind you “But I still like it,” he added.

“It relaxes you, like a tranquilizer.
Some days after work, when I am
tensed up, I get on my bxke hit (Inter-
state) 280 and-go all the way up (Inter-
state) 80 to the Delaware Water Gap,
into Pennsylvania.

“I just sit on the bike; I don’t
stop,” he added.

Fogarty, who is 38, has been riding
for 21 years.

“I guess the basic thing I enjoy is
being in the outdoors on the bike, in-
stead of in a car where you are en-
closed. You can see more, enjoy more
of the country.

“What I liked on this trip,” Fo-
garty recalled, “is the open area of the
country itself. There was Badlands Na-
tional Park and Mt. Rushmore Memori-
al. And of course, the fact that Charlie
had to get all 48 states done was excit-

Tenerife/Gran Canaria

°529-°599

Package includes roundtrip jet on iberia
Airlines. hotel accommodaticns for 6 nights
in Tenerife. Las Palmas or Maspalomas,
continental breakfast daily, rourdtrip trans-

fers. hotel service Thaiges ana taxes, Satui-
day departures.

A
LCT KOWI PHH.AQ
ice 15 P31 00rs 00, €51, OcC,

Twin Canaries

*619

Includes above package features plus inter-
island airfare. buffet breakfast daily. Satur-
day depantures.

All packages include $3 US departure tax. Rates
are per person, double occupancy. subject to
change. Hotel surcharges not reflected. Accom-
maedations subject to availability. Departures are
from New York. Prices higher after 11/1/85

3 nights Tenerife.
3 nights Maspalomas

arty said he has been in 44 |
states. ¢ % still have to do Oregon, Wash-
ington, Arkansas and Oklahoma,” he
said.

“We might go to Alaska if they
ever improve the Al-Can Highway. But
right now it isn't in good shape for our
big touring bikes,” hesaid.

His greatest trip, he said, “was in
1966. 1 took a three-week trip across
country, to Caiifornia. It was a goal I
set for myself prior to going to Viet-
nam.”

Cobbertt says people seem fo have
a special rapport with motorcycle
riders. “Anytime you go somewhere on
a motorcycle, it always draws a crowd.
You don’t know who you are talking to,
but that bike has a special appeal and
they come up and are friendly to you.

“I know cycling has a stigma of
Hell's Angels and outlaws. But that
should change.

“I went to a Gold Wing Roa-
driders’ Association rally in Knoxville,
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Your Choice of 6 Waikiki Hotels
@ i & MA"I AT THE
« 7 Nights Hotel Accommodations at the
berersen cai see BURL oo Album
= Round Trip Airfare via tinited Airtines « 7 Nights Hotsl
INCLUDES HOTEL AND AIRFARE -

= E g
America s Pagadase a% a Pleasant Price? |
HOLIDAY INCLUDES:
+ Round Trip Airfare via United Airlines
X * 8 Days, 7 Nights Accommcdations at
+ Round Trip Translers ancd Baggage ‘hps hm
« Fresh Flower Lei Greating, Memary Album and More! NSLUDES HOTEL anp aiarane
ROVAL LAHAINA RESORT ONKAANAPALS BEACH
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@g@ ROYAL LAHAINA RESORY « Neighbor Istand
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R LUKURIQUS WEEH OR WRSKIKI BERCH
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Accommodations al the HYATT REGENCY WAIKIKi From % g
« Fresh Flower Lei Greeting « 1 Day Dotlar Car Rental
with Untimited Mileage » Full Color Memory Album. Perguson. ol oce M nAWA

OPEN WEEKXKDAVYS UNTIL 9 PM.—SATURDAY & SUNDAY UNTIL 5 P.M.

River Edge @ Ric 4L & Mwn L L
Rockaway @ TwinSg Malt . .
Short Hilfs ® 760 Morris 1'p!
Union ¢ US Rte 22,

(201) 4898500 -
. (201)328-0100
. (201) 376-9060
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“The average age was 50; they

were doctors, lawyers police officers. Parsippany * "iT Rie46F . L i201)354-9700  Woodbridge * Wby Pli— (51 So .'.'f.‘,.,pox;)zn 1400
One lady rode in in a sidecar e;r;d she ?E%?%ﬁﬁg E@ﬁiﬁ%ﬁi&% %5 iﬁﬁﬁaﬁs ﬁ :
was 94 vears old. These are good peo- WITH AMERICAN EXPRESS =

PREPARE TO SET SAIL

Orni Sunday, October 43, The Star-Ledger wili
launch its ennuci Fall & Winter Cruise Guide.
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